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IN THE CLAIMS; 

Please AMEND the claims as follows: 



1 (Currently Amended) A connection system for use in coupling a multi- 
polar medical electrical lead to a source of electrical energy, tho modioal 
o l c c trt c jl l e nd including at leastthfee rnndn rto rft .the connection system 
comprising: 

* first nnnnectina member coupleH to a first conductor extending through 
the lead: 

a strand connectipn member co u pled to a second conductor extending 
through the lead; 

a third connecting member coupled to a third conductor extendin g through 
the lead: 

a first port shaped to selectably receive and to be electrically coupled to 
co upl o to 3 t tot 1w~ at innrf thrn n mnducto f s first connecting member,, 
the second connecting me mher and the third connecting member; 

a second port shaped to receive and to be electrically couple to anoth e r 
ono of the a t least ♦Hmm . nnnritir i inH B. coupled to th e one of the first connecting 
member, the second connecting membe r and the third connecting member other 
than the two of the first connecting member, the second connecting member and 
the third connecting member : and 

a connector to couple the first port and the second port to the source of 

energy. 

2. (Original) The connection system of Claim 1 . wherein each of the at least 
three conductors is electrically coupled to protruding connection members, and 
wherein the first port comprises a channel to receive connection members 
respectively associated with the at least two conductors. 
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3 (Original) The connection system of Claim 2, wherein the second port is 
adapted to receive a connection member respectively associated with the other 
one of the at least three conductors. 

4. (Original) The connection system of Claim 1 , wherein the connector is 
bifurcated. 

5. (Original) The connection system of Claim 1 , wherein the connector 
includes an 1S-1 industry-standard type connector. 

6. (Original) The connection system of Claim 1 , wherein the connection 
includes a DF-1 industry-standard type connector. 

7. (Original) The connection system of Claim 1 , wherein the connection 
system includes a body having a distal end adjacent the first and second ports, 
and further comprising a roll-back sleeve adjacent the distal end. 

8. (Original) The connection system of Claim 1 , wherein the second port is 
adapted to electrically couple to multiple other ones of the at least three 
conductors. 

9. (Original) The connection system of Claim 1 , wherein at visible indicator 
is provided to aid in selectably electrically coupling the first port to at least two of 
the at least three conductors. 

10. (Original) The connection system of Claim 1 , and further comprising at 
least one lockout member to prevent the first port from being electrically coupled 
to a predetermined combination of the at least three conductors. 
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1 1 (Currently Amended) A connection system for use In coupling a multi- 
polar medical electrical lead to a source of electrical energy, the-medtea* 
ei^al load in cl n^ a tloaotthr n n e emfeeter s u a ul . u l c ctri rnll y rn unl nH t o a 
uiuuuctivc clnrtmn> + Kq connection system comprising: 
« plurality o f electrodes; 

. ^ ^nn^tinn mem*" ™"P'^ to a first inductor extending through 
thg |~,h ^ j first *lsctrod» gfjhg, Slmali^ <* electrodes; 

, second connggHpg m e™*" cguBlgd to a second conductor extend ing. 
tnn . , r ^ ,~,h tn , ^nond electrode of the plurality of electrodes; 

- third .nnn^ina rr-"H~ soj .mud to a third conductor extending through 
>u„ legd to * third electr o** "f th* nluralitv of electrodes; 

a first port shaped to selectably two of the first connecting 

^ co ^nn connectin g — ^ the third connoting member, and 
electrically couple a t least two of th n at toast thr n o rn nri i irto m the correspondi ng. 
gngs of the first concur th« s°™"d conductor and the third conductor to one 
another; 

a second port shaped to receive the one of thp first connecting me^r, 
^ ^nH rnnn^ino me^r fln ri the third connecting mernp** t*"er than the 
w „ gf f. rc t ^nnectina m^r. the second cnnnectinq member and the third 

. Kin g member and electrically couple to anothe r of the at loactthre* 

rnnr| „ rtarr ttl ~ — «f *hg fir^t conductor the second conductor and the thi rd 
„i..Hnr ^rth.n the co^pnndina ones of the first conductor, the second 
onnHiirtnr and th* third conductor; and 

a connector to couple th» first oort and the second port to the source of 

electrically energy. 

12. (Currently Amended) A medical system to provide electrical stimulation to 
living tissue, comprising: 

a plurality of electrodes; 
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a 



j lead having ayeasM^ajBlum!^ each of the pjuralik 

2f conductors being coupled to a respective electrode of the plurality of 
electrodes; 

n flr » ortinn member f " a first conductor of the plurality^ 

cond, istors pending * h * lead to § firqt pl ^ rnfie of the P ' Ura ' itY ° f 
alectrodes: 

a second connectin g coupled to a second conductor of the, 

ph^iitv of condu c t inning through the lead to a second electrode of the 

plurality of electrodes; 

g thirri connecting member rauple d to a third conductor of the plurality of 
cgnductors ejetjn dj pg ♦hmuoh the lead to a third electrode of the plurality of 

electrodes! 

an energy source; an4 

j uu n noctio n nytr m te -'-^^"Y ™"r lri nn n r n f th 0 at loac;t thrfW 
co n d u c ton r tn th r e n ergy th n m nnoction cvotom oompricing f 

a firs t port sha ped to rece-i^ two of the f irst connecting member, the 
second connecting and th e third connecting member, and to electrically 

couple al l u ubl two c n l nntnd o noo of tho at lonctthroo condu cto rs the 
cgrres^gjidjng ™~ " f the flrat ™" H ' lf *" r - tha S6>mnt1 fi"nrliictor and the third 
conductor together In common; 

a second port shaped to reoejye the one nf the first connecting member, 
the second conning mem b er and the third connecting member other than t he 
two of the first connecting m e mber the second connecting member and the third 
connegfigg member and electrically couple to at loact on o oth o r on o of th e at 
l ujLUhrnn rnnfliiTTtnr-^""° ^*hP first conductor the second conductorand 
the third conductor other th a n the corresponding ones of the first conductor, the 
second conductor and th e third conductor; and 

a connector to respectively electrically couple the first and second ports to 

the energy source. 
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13. (Original) The system of Claim 12, wherein the energy source is a pulse 
generator. 

14. (Original) The system of Claim 13, wherein the energy source is an 
implantable medical device (IMD). 

15. (Original) The system of Claim 14, wherein the IMD is a 
cardioverter/defibrillator, and wherein the first port is adapted to be electrically 
coupled to receive cardioversion/defibrillation pulses from the IMD. 

16. (Original) The system of Claim 15, wherein the IMD is a pacemaker 
riioverter/defibrillator. and wherein the second port is adapted to be electrically 

pled to receive relatively low-voltage stimulation energy from the IMD. 



cai 
cou 



17. (Original) The system of Claim 1 2, wherein the connector is bifurcated. 

18. (Original) The system of Claim 12, wherein the connector includes an IS- 
1 industry-standard type connector. 

1 9. (Original) The system of Claim 12, wherein the connection includes a DF- 
1 industry-standard type connector. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 12, wherein the connection 
system further includes at least one additional port, each to electrically couple to 
at least one additional one of the at loaotthroo plurality of conductors. 



Please ADD the following new claims: 
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21 (New) A connection system for use in coupling a multi-polar medical 
electrical lead to a source of electrical energy, the medical electrical lead 
including at least three conductors, the connection system comprising: 

a first port to selectably electrically couple to at least two of the at least 
three conductors; 

a second port to electrically couple to another one of the at least three 
conductors; and 

a connector to couple to the source of energy, wherein the connection 
system includes a body having a distal end adjacent the first and second ports, 
and further comprising a roll-back sleeve adjacent the distal end. 

22. (New) A connection system for use in coupling a multi-polar medical 
electrical lead to a source of electrical energy, the medical electrical lead 
including at least three conductors, the connection system comprising: 

a first port to selectably electrically couple to at least two of the at least 
three conductors; 

a second port to electrically couple to another one of the at least three 
conductors; 

a connector to couple to the source of energy; and 
at least one lockout member to prevent the first port from being electrically 
coupled to a predetermined combination of the at least three conductors. 



PAGE 10/13* RCVD AT 9/1/2004 2:24:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR-.USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 « DNlS:8729306 * CSID:7635146982 * DURATION (mm«s):03-24 



